The Early Years Foundation Stage

Our provision reflects the four overarching principles of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE 2021):
· A Unique Child

Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

· Positive Relationships

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

· Enabling Environments
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners, parents and/or carers.

Learning and Development

Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is split into the following Areas of Learning and Development:

· Prime Areas

· Personal, social and emotional development.

· Physical development.

· Communication and language.

· Specific Areas

· Literacy.

· Mathematics.

· Understanding the world.

· Expressive arts and design.

At Greystones Preschool we refer to the non-statutory curriculum guidance Development Matters to assess each child’s progress and level of development and to plan for the next steps of their learning.  We aim to provide a curriculum that is ambitious and meets every child’s needs. Our educational programmes support children to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they need for:

Personal, social and emotional development

· self-regulation

· managing self

· building relationships

Physical development

· gross motor skills

· fine motor skills

Communication and language

· listening, attention and understanding

· speaking

Literacy

· comprehension

· word reading

· writing

Mathematics

· number

· numerical patterns

Understanding the world

· past and present

· people, culture and communities

· the natural world

Expressive arts and design

· creating with materials

· being imaginative and expressive
We make periodic assessment summaries of children’s achievement based on our on-going observations. These help us to build a picture of a child’s progress during their time with us and form part of children’s learning journeys. We undertake these assessment summaries at regular intervals, as well as at times of transition, such as when a child moves into a different group or when they go on to school.

The progress check at age two

The Early Years Foundation Stage requires that we supply parents and carers with a short-written summary of their child’s development in the three prime areas of learning and development - personal, social and emotional development; physical development; and communication and language - when a child is aged between 24 - 36 months. Your child’s key person is responsible for completing the check using information from on-going observations carried out as part of our everyday practice, taking account of the views and contributions of parents and other professional

